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drawn. Under the “pathology of pregnancy,” the authors, drawing 
from their personal experience, prefer version to the forceps operation. 
Opinions may well be at variance as to whether the shock is less in the 
former than in the latter procedure, in the face of cardiac disturbances, 
for instance. Certainly men of authority have put themselves on record 
as prefering the application of the forceps to a version in precisely such 
conditions. 

The authors properly demand, on the part of the accoucheur, a 
correct diagnosis of the fetal position and presentation. How often this 
is not done is known to those who are frequently called into consulta¬ 
tion. 

Part II. embraces the phenomena of labor, its clinical course, and 
the management of normal and abnormal labors. It concludes with a 
very readable and valuable chapter on the “ care of the newborn 
infant.” 

“The puerperal state ” concludes the volume. The chapter on the 
normal puerperium is without fault; it is perfect. It corresponds with 
the best modern obstetric teaching, and is presented in a lucid distinct, 
readable style. The pathological puerperium is discussed in the second, 
and last chapter of the book. Exception might be taken in part to the 
terminology, but the subject is so clearly set forth and teaches its 
lesson of noli tangere so plainly, that criticism of words is scarcely 
called for. 

The work is distinguished by its photographic plates, which are in 
the main clear and didactic ; but they have the faults of many such 
illustrations, in that the forms and faces of the operators obscure the 
principal features intended to be shown. Plate XL. is a case in point. 
The book is well gotten up and deserves a wide patronage. B. 


A Guide to the Practical Examination of Urine, 
for the Use of Physician and Students. By 
James Tyson, M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine 
in the University of Pennsylvania, and Physician to 
the Hospital of the University ; Physician to the 
Philadelphia Hospital; Fellow of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, etc., etc. Ninth Edition. 
Revised and Corrected. With a Colored Plate and 
Wood Engravings. Philadelphia, P. Blackiston Son 
& Co., 1895. 

The mere fact that a ninth edition of this work has become a neces¬ 
sity speaks for its popularity, and its popularity is due to its worth and 
usefulness. This is true not alone of America, for very recently the 
Sociltc d'Editions Scientifiques has published a translation of the eighth 
edition, showing conclusively in what high estimation it is held abroad. 

Very few changes have been made in this work. There have been 
some additions, and some paragraphs of minor importance have been 
omitted. These alterations, with some corrections made necessary by 
advances in the science, tend but to increase the value of the book with¬ 
out altering its familiar character. 

Physicians and students will find this new edition of “Tyson’s 
Practical Examination of Urine ” as trustworthy, and as reliable a guide 
in the analysis of .urine, as its predecessors. The simplicity of the 
methods described, together with tne minute details given by the author 
renders it easy for the student to learn urine-analysis with its aid; while 
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on the other hand, the physician will find as complete a description o£ 
the more scientific methods of examination of urine as could be ex¬ 
pected in a work of this size. 

The concise but clear treatise on the “ Differential Diagnosis of 
Renal Diseases ” will be read with pleasure and profit by the busy prac¬ 
titioner, who will also find the “ Tables for Reducing the Metric system 
into the Bnglish and vice versa, and for Concerting Degrees Centegrade 
to Degrees Fahrenheit and vice versa," of great convenience. 

GAZZAM. 


Aseptic Surgical Technique: With Especial Refer¬ 
ence to Gynaecological Operations, Together 
with Notes on the Technique Employed in 
Certain Supplementary Procedures. By Hun¬ 
ter Robb, M.D., Associate in Gynsecology, Johns 
Hopkins University, Professor of Gynaecology .West¬ 
ern Reserve University, Cleveland, O. Illustrated. 
Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1895. 

From the introduction, by Howard A. Kelly—to whom, by the way 
the book is dedicited—to the appendix, this work holdB the attention 
of the student, as well as of the practitionerof the aseptic principles. It 
is a truly scientific exposition of the principles of aseptic surgical tech¬ 
nique, as would be expected, coming as it does from the pen of such an 
able and careful observer and experimenter as Dr. Robb. The diction 
throughout is clear and concise, yet at the same time the author at no 
time sacrifices thoroughness to brevity. 

H* emphasizes the importance to the surgeon of a bacteriological 
training, demonstrating plainly that such a training is practically neces¬ 
sary in order to establish on a scientific basis, a thorough surgical tech¬ 
nique on aseptic principles. For, without at least an elementary train¬ 
ing in bacteriology, no surgeon can fully appreciate the meaning of 
surgical cleanliness, that cardinal virtue of latter-day surgeons. A terse 
description of the most important micro organisms concerned in sepsis 
and wound infection, is followed by definitions of asepsis and antisepsis, 
and the wise remark is made : “ But in our enthusiasm for aseptic 
methods we must not by any means lose sight of the importance of a 
perfected mechanical technique.” 

After considering the general principles of sterilization, and com¬ 
paring sterilization by dry and moist heat, the disadvantages and im¬ 
practicability of chemical disinfection are shown, and the author pro¬ 
ceeds to make a practical application of the principles of sterilization. 
The necessity of all those concerned in an operation paying the strictest 
attention to the most minute details is insisted upon. Special operating 
suits are advised, and a detailed description given of the most improved 
method for the preparation of the surgeon and his assistants. 

The manner of preparing patients for operations,, with the means 
employed to obtain an aseptic field is described, and it is advised that 
the patient be under observation for a few days previous to the oper¬ 
ation, with rest in bed in some cases; then, the proper preparatory, or 
pre-operative treatment is minutely gone into, the author urging us to 
"aim at as thorough an aseptic technique in plastic work as in abdom¬ 
inal surgery.” 

Noteworthy among the admirable features of the book are the very 
complete “lists of instruments necessary for various op erations,” and 
the numerous cuts of instruments which are shewn. * The author con- 



